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Most AUC students are baffled when they 
hear that Morris Brown 
still has enrolled students.
Others chuckle when they 
hear that the institution 
still has an operational 
Student Government As­
sociation. Although they 
have been the butt of most 
jokes recently, Morris 
Brown plays a bigger role
in the AUC than most peo­
ple think. In all actuality, 
the AUC is not complete 
without its fourth member.
Morris Brown was es­
tablished in 1885, and ac­
cording to their website 
it was the first college to
be under the sole patron­
age of Black people. Just 
as Morehouse has its own 
clout as the only all male 
institution for Black males 
in the country, Morris 
Brown was the first college 
to be a part of the soon to 
be AUC.
In 2002, S.A.C.S. (South­
ern Association of Colleg­
es and Schools) stripped 
the historic school of their 
accreditation stating that 
they needed to make criti­
cal changes in their opera­
tions-. Accreditation is a 
review process that helps 
assure academic quality 
and qualifies a school to 
federal funds.
This loss in accreditation 
led to an 8 million dol­
lar loss in federal funds. 
Most would agree that this 
is why 80 percent of Mor­
ris Brown’s 2,500 student 
population left.
Without federal finan­
cial aid to help pay for 
their education, these stu­
dents had to either trans­
fer or find substantial fi­
nancial resources for help. 
With this dramatic loss in 
enrollment, most thought 
that Morris Brown would
never regain its status.
However eight years 
later and with no accredi­
tation, Morris Brown still 
has a heartbeat. This life 
was apparent in an inter­
view with Morris Brown 
student Aaron France.
“Although there is no 
accreditation, there are 
still graduate schools that 
will accept your degree, 
like Georgia Tech,” France 
said.
As a 29 year old graduat­
ing senior with a 3.7 GPA, 
France understands that his 
Morris Brown education is 
just as good as any educa­
tion at another institution.
“I am getting the same 
education that you or any­
one else in the AUC is get­
ting,” France said. “The 
classes here have the same 
academic rigor as any oth­
er university in the coun­
try.”
One of the main aspects 
of improvement that Mor­
ris brown is working on is 
enrollment. Students are 
the reason that anyone is 
employed at any education­
al institution; thus Morris 
Brown is trying to entice 
their former students to
return to the school to fin­
ish their degree. They are 
hoping to attract students 
by offering online classes 
and an array of class start­
ing times.
Irving Marshal is a busi­
ness administration major 
at Morris Brown. He also 
believes that accreditation 
is not the most important 
aspect of an education.
“No one can say that I 
did not attend and gradu­
ate from college,” Marshal 
said. “It’s all about what I 
am doing here; the experi­
ences that I am gaining are 
priceless.”
Led by acting President 
Dr. Stanley J. Pritchett, 
Morris Brown’s “come­
back to accreditation” has 
been a long road. Howev­
er, all administrators are 
doing what they can for 
the school to return to its 
former status.
The schools public rela­
tions officer Bonnie Jack- 
son was not available to 
comment. But with the cli­
mate of the campus and the 
high morale of students, it 
is obvious that the fourth 
member of the AUC is on 
the rise.
Students question the retention rate of Business Policy class
Calvin Monroe






Whenever a new semes­ter begins, one has the 
mindset to earn a high grade in 
the class. It is not in the nature 
of a Man of Morehouse to en­
roll in a class that he knows he 
cannot pass.
Men of Morehouse go into 
classes with confidence, and 
ready to take on whatever 
challenges they may face. That 
is why the failing of almost 
50 percent of last semester’s 
Business Policy class students 
is so baffling.
The result of this class has 
left students in shock and for 
some, a possibly delay their 
graduation. Since it is not typ­
ical that a class have half of its 
students fail, the real question 
lies in whether any violations 
of student rights occurred.
Business Policy is an applied 
course that attempts to prepare 
students for the workplace by 
integrating the concepts,knowl­
edge and skills acquired in each 
of the various functional areas. 
As such, it is often referred to 
as the “capstone” course for the 
curriculum.
“His (Dr. Morman’s), cur­
riculum was very hard to un-
derstand,” an anonymous stu­
dent who took the class said. 
“Luckily I’m still on track to 
graduate this semester.”
As students prepared to take 
one of their last business class­
es at Morehouse, they faced a 
professor that some students 
refer to as, “unfair, and incon­
siderate.”
“Officially, we do not dis­
cuss a professor’s individual 
performance,” Dr. Keith Hol­
lingsworth, chair for the de­
partment of Business Admin­
istration. said.
Although the accusations of 
the professor are harsh, most 
teachers would take it as a 
compliment that their classes 
are considered “tough.” Busi­
ness Administration is one of 
Morehouse’s most popular 
majors.
Since Morehouse wants their 
students to be able to compete 
with the best of the best in the 
business market, some busi­
ness classes are quite rigid in 
attempts to prepare these stu­
dents. This is the reason that 
the class requires its enrolled 
students to be well prepared by 
requiring three prerequisites.
Most friends of the failing 
students quickly asked each 
other if anyone had spoken to 
the professor about their grade.
One anonymous student from 
the class said he did just that.
“Of course I went to see him 
when I found out I failed,” the 
student said. “But he never 
gave me concrete answers, 
and he never told me what I 
was missing in the class.”
Professor Adam Sharkey is 
an 11-year tenured community 
college professor. He believes 
students should take a differ­
ent approach to looking at this 
situation.
“Students barely read the 
syllabus, and most do not even 
know they have rights as a stu­
dent,” Sharkey said. “Being 
familiar with your rights as a 
student is the key to know if 
there are unethical actions be­
ing taken in the classroom.”
This situation in the Busi­
ness Policy class is proof that 
every student needs to not only 
on top of their course work, but 
to know their rights as a stu­
dent. Men of Morehouse are 
constantly told that they are no 
longer in high school.
As Men of Morehouse, it is 
more important than ever to 
take a proactive approach to 
your education.
The Morehouse website 
(www.morehouse.edu) will al­
low you to review all of your 
rights as a student.
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Sophomore RashadMoore, who is studying 
philosophy, believes that 
Dr. Samuel DuBois Cook 
has done an excellent job 
of shedding light on Mays’ 
impact on students and the 
Morehouse experi­
ence.
“The book isquite fas­
cinating and does a bet­
ter job than his [Mays] 
autobiography on re­
vealing who Mays truly 
was to Morehouse,”
Moore said. “Dr. Cook 
and the other writers 
do a great job of talk­
ing about him [Mays] 
from a student perspec­
tive. One of the things 
that come through for 
me as a student is Dr.
Mays’ focus on sacrifice to 
serve the community, which 
came through his leadership, 
speeches and sermons. The 
life of Mays is something that 
should really be emphasized 
at Morehouse.”
Moore thinks that the cur­
rent environment at More­
house has drifted away from 
some of the deeper traditions 
of Mays.
“Every student should read 
it." Moore said. “The More­
house that we brag about is 
rFAhe Morehouse that Dr. Mays 
'i nbuilt but not necessarily the
one we experience. The 
types of students that are at­
tracted to Morehouse today 
are students who are drawn 
to the idea of making lots of 
money and not truly focused 
on social change.”
Cook stated that More­
house students who read 
the book should look at it 
in terms of the ever-present
If current Morehouse
w w
students abandon that 
legacy, they open the 
gates of darkness again. 
And they miss a golden 
opportunity. Morehouse 
has to be alive.
—Dr. Samuel DuBois Cook
challenge of Morehouse and 
the responsibility - moral, 
ethical and intellectual - 
they have to perpetuate, ex­
tend and contribute to this 
tradition.
“If current Morehouse 
students abandon that leg­
acy, they open the gates of 
darkness again,” Cook said. 
“And they miss a golden op­
portunity. Morehouse has to 
be alive.”
Cook stated that the cur­
rent generation has to realize 
the rich resources —talents, 
ideals and values —hidden
in Morehouse and begin to 
dig deeper into those ideals.
“This is what Dr. Frank­
lin is trying to do when he 
talks about the Renaissance 
man,” Cook said. "He is not 
inventing something out 
of the clear blue. The Re­
naissance man is ideally the 
Morehouse man and is truly 
deeply rooted in this More­
house tradition.”
Cook stated that 
people think Dr. 
Franklin is advo­
cating something 
new but he is only 
framing it differ­
ently. Cook sees it 
as Franklin’s way 
of thinking of a 
deeper dimension 
of the Morehouse 
tradition, and this 
is what the current 
generation must 
continue to do.
“We have to dig into this 
great moral tradition and 
apply it today,” Cook said. 
“Why is Morehouse at this 
stage (concerned with such 
external objects as dress)? 
The reason is this great 
tradition that Morehouse 
has —a commitment to hu­
man dignity and certain 
moral standards and aes­
thetic standards. It can­
not abandon these commit­
ments without abandoning 
Morehouse. So I am sure 
this is why they have the 
dress code."Fa’ ’
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Samuel Cook profiles Benjamin Mays in book
Former schoolmaster s teachings guide his student to publish book
Kody Joseph Melancon
Managing Editor
kj melane @ hotmaj 1 .com
In 1967, he asked to honor his retired schoolmaster’s major 
contributions through a book, 
where scholars might praise 
his unique ideas. What he did 
not know was that the former 
teachings of his schoolmaster 
from the time spent in Chapel 
six days a week would guide 
him to continuously strive to 
improve how those ideals were 
presented.
Over 40 years later, he finally 
finished a book that captures 
the original ideas and work of 
a man who was known to his 
students as a rebel, dreamer, 
emancipator and prophet. In his 
efforts to examine the innova­
tive nature of his schoolmaster, 
he finds that the traditions prac­
ticed today at Morehouse lead 
back to the work of this man.
At the age of 81. Dr. Samuel 
DuBois Cook still takes the 
teachings of Dr. Benjamin Eli­
jah Mays to heart. The teach­
ings of Mays, that one should 
never be satisfied with ordi­
nary, mediocre work, led Cook 
to continually rewrite and re­
think the direction of the book. 
The book entitled “Benjamin 
E. Mays: His Life, Contribu­
tions and Legacy,” examines 
Mays’ ideas on theology, social 
thought, ethical theory, racism, 
conceptual framework and vi­
sion for education.
“I started working on the in­
troduction while 1 was work­
ing at the Ford Foundation in 
1969-71,” Cook said. “I would 
write an introduction and put it 
away and say ‘It was not good 
enough for Dr. Mays.’ ”
Cook explained that his strug­
gle with the book came from 
Mays’ lesson that one could 
always improve and strive for 
indefinite improvability.
“I would revise my introduc­
tions and then I would put it 
aside,” Cook said. “I remem­
ber Lerone Bennett telling me 
‘Sam, you’re going to publish 
the perfect book so go ahead 
and publish it.’ But I felt that a 
book that represented Dr. Mays 
had to represent my best effort
so I kept delaying it.”
However, Cook explained
that the period of delay allowed 
him to gain greater insight into 
how to organize the book.
“I think I would have not 
organized the book that way 
if I had done it 20 years ago,” 
Cook said. “I organized the 
book in terms of Dr. Mays’ ba­
sic ideas. That is insight I didn’t 
have when I conceptualized the 
book.”
The book, which is known 
to be a festschrift in academia, 
is a compilation of essays and 
articles written by well-known 
scholars that examine the work 
of an intellectual. The book in­
cludes over 15 essays and ar­
ticles that recognize and honor 
Mays’ contributions to the in­
tellectual experience of More­
house students and society-at- 
large. Some of the essayists 
include Cook's wife, Sylvia F. 
Cook, Lerone Bennett Jr. ’48. 
C. Eric Lincoln, Howard Thur­
man '23, Lucius Miles Tobin, 
Ralph McGill and Mays him­
self. Most of the articles were 
written between the years of 
1969 and 1971.
Some of the emerging 
themes from the book include 
Mays’ ideas on destiny, higher 
possibilities of manhood and 
selfhood, the unattainable goal, 
the moving ideal and social and 
historical change—problem, 
philosophy and strategy. Some 
of the essays illustrate the ori­
gins of some of Morehouse’s 
deep-seated traditions and ideas 
that are still practiced today.
Mays and Morehouse
One of the Maysian ideas 
discussed in the book is aca­
demic and intellectual freedom 
and responsibility. Cook wrote 
that Mays institutionalized de­
mocracy, freedom and shared 
governance in Morehouse’s ed­
ucational structure and process 
long before students at Berke­
ley, Columbia, Wisconsin, 
Harvard, and numerous other 
prestigious colleges and uni­
versities rebelled in the 1960s 
for participatory democracy.
Cook recalled that Mays 
practiced what he preached 
about the freedom and respon­
sibility of students in terms of 
speech and protest by becom­
ing involved in a toe-to-toe 
debate with students during a 
strike over the quality of food 
in the cafeteria. Mays appreci­
ated the students’ willingness to 
express their concern through 
protest but he felt that the stu­
dents did not go far enough.
Cook quoted Mays as saying 
“When the students of India 
revolt, they demand indepen­
dence. When the students of 
China rebel, they demand free­
dom. But when the black stu­
dents of the South strike, they 
strike for their bellies.” Cook 
explained that Mays wanted 
students to tackle big issues 
and put their energies in great 
dreams and worthy causes than 
to strike over the size of a ham­
burger.
Another Maysian tradition is 
attending Chapel. “Chapel was 
a unique place of great intel­
lectual, spiritual, and moral en­
counter, awakening, challenge 
and illumination,” Cook wrote. 
“It was, above all, a special 
place and opportunity to hear 
and get to know the president 
and for him to share his philos­
ophy, dreams, vision, priorities, 
inner self, and personality with 
the institutional community.”
Cook illustrated an encounter 
that Mays had with students in 
1947 during Chapel. It was the 
fall semester and the students 
were in the process of select­
ing Miss Maroon and White. 
Cook recalls that Mays was 
furious that morning because 
he heard rumors that a black 
or dark-skinned girl could not 
be elected Miss Maroon and 
White but that the girl had to be 
fair or light skinned.
Mays cautioned the students 
that if it was true the student 
body was corrupt as hell. This 
caused the student body to 
confront their level of con­
sciousness that accepted the 
white standards of beauty, and 
to deal with it head on. More­
over, Cook stated that Mays 
was challenging them to rise 
to their higher and better selves 
and sensibilities through self­
acceptance, self-identity and 
self-appreciation.
(Top) Dr. Samuel DuBois Cook pictured Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays in 1972. Cook received an honorary 
doctorate from Morehouse in that year.
(Bottom) Dr. Cook during a book release at the Morehouse College Bookstore in May 2009.




6 i’T’at-tat-tatted up!” As 
J. the trend of body art 
expands, the lyrics of this D4L 
song apply to more and more
people around the world.
Though the exact date of 
the first tattoo is unknown, it 
is widely accepted that body 
art developed as early as the 
Neolithic period. In many cul­
tures, including African and 
Asian, tattooing was used for 
spiritual significance, identi­
fication practices and rites of 
passage rituals.
Body art has evolved from 
its original cultural signifi­
cance into contemporary rep­
resentations of popu 1 ar cu 1 ture. 
Since the 1990s, tattoos have
been used more frequently for 
social, cosmetic and medical 
purposes. In 2006, the Jour­
nal of the American Academy 
of Dermatology reported that 
nearly 36 percent of Ameri­
cans ages 18-29 had a tattoo. 
Today, tattoos are used for 
cosmetic procedures such as 
creating and enhancing per­
manent facial features includ­
ing eyebrows and lip color.
Celebrity influence has also 
led to the increased interest 
in body art. Certain tattoos 
have become trends includ­
ing teardrops for deceased 
loved ones, made popular by 
rapper Lil Wayne, and wed­
ding rings, made popular by 
the hip-hop couple Jay-Z and 
Beyonce.
Body art has evolved into 
a method of expression that
holds few social standards 
and regulations.
“Sometimes people have 
something to say and can’t 
bring it out with words, but 
will express it with a giant tat­
too,” Lorraine Wright, owner 
of Tatted Wright Tattoo Bou­
tique, explained.
Morehouse sophomore, 
Roland Pope, added, “I feel 
that tattoos and piercings are 
an expression of who one is. 
They may represent a per­
son’s hobby, a personal ref­
erence, religious, or cultural 
back ground.”
Tatted Wright opened in the 
Buckhead area of Atlanta in 
June of 2009. The boutique 
offers permanent tattoos, 
temporary tattoos, henna art, 
piercings and micro-pierc­
ings. Tatted Wright is also
available for event packages 
that allow clients to rent the 
boutique for tattoo parties.
“My shop is different from 
most tattoo shops around the 
world,” Wright said. “It is 
very comfortable and it caters 
to the new age tattoo client.”
The tattoo client has 
evolved. Tattoo art was once 
seen as a taboo art form for 
rebels and outcast however, 
today there are all types of 
business professionals and 
social elites with body art.
“I’m proud of my tattoo be­
cause it represents me, my fa­
ther and my grandfather and 
my ear piercings compliments 
my face,” Pope said. “But I also 
know when to cover up my tat­
too and take out my piercings.”
“Tattoo services are now 
mainstream,” Wright noted.
“My attorney is tatted up and 
he went to school at Yale!”
Though having eight tattoos 
and four piercings Wright 
also fits into the new tattoo 
clientele as she is not a tat­
too artist herself, but a busi­
ness professional. Outside of 
the boutique, she works in the 
mortgage industry.
“I have a full-time job 
where I can’t go crazy, so I 
have tattoos that you can’t 
see” Wright said. “But in my 
free time 1 get tatts because I 
love seeing the finished piece 
of something I put together in 
my head.”
Tatted Wright is currently 
reaching out to college-aged 
students, as one of the largest 
and fastest growing groups of 
body art clientele. The bou­
tique includes touch screen
televisions, plush furniture and 
Playstation gaming to entertain 
young guests in the lobby. Tat­
ted Wright also offers a $20.00 
discount special for college 
students that present a college 
identification card.
“Tatted Wright is some­
where students can come 
and feel safe and know that 
they are getting good quality 
work in a nice environment,” 
Wright explained.
As a part of Tatted Wright’s 
newest special, on Valen­
tine’s Day weekend, Feb. 
12-14, parties of two can re­
ceive two small tattoos for 
$100.00, two medium tattoos 
for $150.00 and two large tat­
toos for $200.00 and up. Tat­
ted Wright also hopes to open 
a second location in Washing­
ton in 2010.
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The city of Atlanta is a world renowned mecca 
in the music industry. Jug­
gernaut artists such as T.I., 
Outkast and Usher proudly 
represent the city as record 
labels such as So So Def, 
LaFace and Disturbing the 
Peace crank out alburn af­
ter album from their Atlanta 
based studios. Recently, a 
new artist has made his way 
into the long list of music 
sensations that have made 
their debut out of the Atlan­
ta area: Verse Simmonds.
Many know Maurice
“Verse” Simmonds for his 
signature Gumby haircut 
and hit song “Buy You A 
Round.” The Maroon Tiger 
was able to do an interview 
with Simmonds about the 
fall 2009 release and its role 
as a catalyst for his rapid rise 
to fame.
Simmonds was born Puer­
to Rico and raised in St. 
Thomas, and has been sing­
ing since he was young a 
boy. He has always wished 
to have a singing career 
and according to him. this 
new found fame is a “dream 
come true.”
“This is a dream come true, 
really. This is all just one step
in the direction that I’ve al­
ways believed I would go in.”
Currently, Simmonds is 
working on his album. Stories 
Of A Bachelor, which is set to 
be released summer of 2010. 
The inspiration of for this first 
album comes from Simmonds 
himself.
“My main inspiration is my 
life right now,” he said. “I'm 
a bachelor and these are some 
of the things I go through.”
Simmonds also mentioned 
how it is a great thing that he 
can express himself through 
his music so freely and use it 
to relate to both his male and 
female listeners. Earlier this 
month. Simmonds released 
a mix tape entitled "The Sex 
Tape Chronicles” which pro­
vides an excellent sampling 
of his laidback R&B style, 
self-described as "Island B.”
In addition to working 
on his album, Simmonds is 
also in the middle of a tour 
throughout Southeastern 
United States. He was also re­
cently added to Ne-Yo’s Feb. 
4 concert in Miami, FI. which 
also features the platinum 
selling group Jagged Edge
Simmonds is currently liv­
ing his dreams. With a chart 
topping song and what is sure 
to be a best selling album on 
the way. it seems like the pos­
sibilities are endless for this 
Atlanta resident.
When one thinks of festivals, dry 
mentaries and esoteric films 
geared completely toward 
the more artistic crowd tend 
to come to mind. But from
Jan. 12-24, the 10th Annual 
Atlanta Jewish Film Fes­
tival blew all of those 
conceived notions right out
of the water. The entire pur­
pose of the festival ws to use 
cinema entertain and edu­
cate anyone who chooses to 
watch about Jewish culture 
and life. And that they did, 
especially with the roman­
tic comedy “Breaking Up­
wards.”
“Breaking Upwards” is the 
story of a young Jewish cou­
ple that decides to break up— 
-on their own terms. The film 
is a clever exploration of how 
easily people can become 
codependent, and how hard it 
is reverse it.
The two main characters, 
Zoe and Daryl, are in their 
early twenties and float mean- 
inglessly through life trying 
to develop their respective ca­
reers as a actress and a writer. 
Consumed by relentless bore­
dom, one morning they decid­
ed to break up, and make up a 
series of rules to set the break 
up in motion.
The humor was hipster 
heaven. The jokes were based 




The two main characters in the film, Zoe and Daryl, are in their early twenties and are trying to develop 
their respective careers as an actress and writer.
ences that caused indie cul­
ture fanatics to rejoice. The 
dialogue between all of the 
characters was full of intel­
lectual quips and witty banter. 
They offered up comic relief 
with exchanges that typified 
modem Jewish culture. While 
most of it was enjoyable, at 
times it was a bit overkill.
‘I get all city parks’ and ‘You 
can’t be on G-chat when I’m 
on’, were some of the ridiculous 
rules they came up with the ease 
into the breakup. The object is 
to wean themselves off of each 
other, slowly but surely. But
one has to wonder -- do they 
truly want to break up?
The plot is slow-going. It 
plods along, hitting high notes 
and low notes and sometimes 
it is unclear if the main char­
acters’ boring acting is used 
to underscore the characters’ 
dull relationship, or if it is just 
plain boring acting. Although 
Zoe and Daryl’s performanc­
es are sometimes hit or miss, 
their quirky and overbearing 
parents never fail to deliver.
Toward the end of the 
film, everything, from the 
characters to the plot line
really started to come alive. 
The rollicking plot kept us 
laughing and relatively com­
fortable until the completely 
engaging climax. In that mo­
ment of squeamish, uncom­
fortable emotional violence, 
there is a moment of clarity.
“Breaking Upwards,” 
which is very similar to the 
popular film “(500) Days 
of Summer,” is an excellent 
film. Sometimes the acting 
isn’t quite right and there 
may be a hole or two in the 















PHOTO IPs WILL NOT BE
USED THIS YEAR
üTlove the way the 808 
JLsounds when it’s bump­
ing in the car, when you’re 
driving down the block and 
the bass hit,” Blake “808
Blake” German commented 
on his inspiration as he cel­
ebrates the success of his new 
mix-tape “The 808 Experi­
ment Volume 2.”
He is one-third of the pro­
duction team, SMKA along 
with Mike Walbert and Kyle 
“7King” King.
Artist, friends and fans of the 
Atlanta-based production team 
filled Wish Boutique in Little 
5 points for a listening session 
meet and greet, before head­
ing to the Star community bar 
for the release party and show. 
The walkway into the store 
was lined with the mix-tapes 
as well as the new Chilly-O 
t-shirt, designed especially for 
SMKA, for guests to take.
Fans listened to the music 
blasting from the speakers as 
some of Atlanta’s biggest in­
die artist shared laughs and 
handshakes. Photographers 
shot different people against 
a white backdrop. Yelawolf, 
who’s song “Dear Mama” 
was the first to be leaked onto 
the web from the 808 experi­
ment, rapped all the lyrics the 
song as it played, all the while 
taking pictures.
B lake received compliments 
from different people such as 
Walbert, the business mind
behind SMKA. 
as he made his 
way around the 
room, speaking to 
press and people 
who desired free 
admission to the 
show.
“Mike is a hus­
tler,” Blake said 
about his part­
ner who he met 
playing basket­
ball growing up.
“When I wanted 
to get serious 
about music, I 
called Mike and 
he made it hap­
pen.”
Blake seemed 
taken back by all 
the attention his 
project, in which 
he worked on 
for about a year, 
was getting. The mix-tape 
was posted on popular blogs 
2dopeboyz.com and nahright. 
com, as well as Complex 
magazine, The Washington 
Post and Creative Loafing.
“Blake is a beast,” says Stan­
za, who contributed the song 
“Absolute Zero” to the proj­
ect. “He has soul in his beats. 
He makes sample like music 
without using any samples.”
Stanza was one of the many 
artists in attendance that had 
worked with SMKA.
Aleon Craft and Grip Plyaz 
stood behind a photographer, 
making faces at Tuki of Hol- 
lyweerd as his group posed 





“It’s a good community 
spirit.” Blake described the 
vibe of the party and his mix- 
tape. “There’s a lot of talented 
cats in Atlanta that don't get 
enough shine.”
The mix-tape is filled with 
music from talented Atlanta 
artist, as well has non-Atlanta 
artist such as Nappy Roots, 
Tanya Morgan, and Fresh 
Daily.
Blake, who started making 
beats as a freshman at Hamp­
ton University, grew up on 
Motown. He credits his soul­
ful vibe to the music his par­
ents had, that he spent hours 
listening to when searching 
for a sound.
Nonetheless, the Decatur 
native says his foundation has 
always been the Atlanta sound. 
With the release of the 808 ex­
periment, Blake brings soulful­
ness back to Atlanta hip-hop 
that has been missing ever since 
Goodie Mob broke up.
SMKA is already working 
on a number of new projects 
for this year, including a mix- 
tape with Aleon Craft and some 
work from engineer, producer 
and guitarist 7King, who’s 
currently touring with B.O.B. 
With all the attention and great 
feedback Blake is getting from 
the mix-tape, SMKA is sure to 
become a mainstream produc­
tion team this year.
Recycle The Maroon Tiger
